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August-Septembe/NEWSLETTER 2010

Pastorods Pen

What a hot and wonderful summer thishasheend and it és not over yet. Even t houc
summer Youth camp are in the rear view mirror, we have Family camping still to come. So much will happen after

Labor Day as well. First, we &loll d t he s e Eamiydrundestivalta |t di r ¢oaour heiglobors and

community on Saturday, Sept. 11 from 11am-4pm. Your help and contributions to this will be greatly appreciated.

On Monday, September 13" Monday Night Football (MNF) will begin. Al | men are invited to an
Fellowship event called iMNF First-Half.0 Each week men will gather together to watch the first-half of the game

at s ome on el behacaseal time of food, fun and, of course, the game. Because the first week is a
double-header we will watch the first game only. Plan to attend the first one on September 13", 6:45 (first game

ony)at the Pastorés home: 1994 Forest Park Rd

A new Beth Moore Ladies Bible study will begin on September 20" from 7-9pm. This new study wilbeon A The
Patriarchs. 0 Ladi es idyouywdl oot waat totmiss acsingieaveek of this studyp | e s s e

During the summer a taskforce met to assess the feasibility of adding a second worship service for those seeking
to worship in a more contemporary way. The findings proved positive and a second taskforce was started for
implementation of such a service. After several meetings, a name for the service was settled on. Itis now called
AThe Rock. 0

The Rockwilbe r el axed, i nformal, and |l oud with Aprllbeiceativemusi co
elements to keep it fresh and exciting on a weekly basis. Meanwhile, the current service will retain some of the
blended elements and also make a return to some of the more traditional elements.

October 3 is the grand opening of The Rock. It will follow the current worship service and start at 11:30 am and

go until 12: 30 pm. Of course we know that for this to b
get the word out no one will know that it even exists! Let me add that after a year of interacting with the residents

of Muskegon, | have found that most Muskegonites believe that there is a God and identify with some kind of

church somewhere but they have stopped attending. Sowearedesi gni ng our service for #fAt
up on churché but not on Geodr.cdanmunidyuwith 5P000dand-delivered ddoo penet r a
hangers in the month of September and invite 5,000 people to attend firhe Rock.0 If Jesus could bless a little

boyés Il unch and then place it in the haHacanbledsaladdfubdof sci pl
First Baptist Church members to go door-to-door to 5,000 homes and invite those who have given up on church to

try our new service. Will you be among the volunteers to penetrate our community? If for any reason you cannot

go, will you commit yourself to pray for The Rock from now until its grand opening on October 37

Besides the new items this fall we will also see the start of our usual activities includingt he adult and chil
choirs, bell choir, volleyball, and Adventure Land. Of cour se, the Tuesday Seniorsd Bi
will continue. With two services beginning in October, Adventure Land will move to the same time as The Rock
(11:30am)andourcur rent summer chi |fdOreer 6B0o dmuSclcadlIl eddoushed f or Kk
the ACel ebrat e rddentilGO0am.wor shi p se

Having completed the book of James, our current Bible series, i Twi t t er s0 ffroocmusGosd on short n
from God that speak with a punch--all taken from the Proverbs. Each week is an independent study so join us
any time.

Your Pastor,
Dennis Henderson



VBS
The biggest event to take place in July was
our VBS.
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Wow what an amazing adventure we
had this year. Not only did we learn about the
world God created but how he did it. Cindy
West, Mark Poland and Austin Carlson did
visual bible stories with fully dressed characters
and background drops. Karen Poland and Nate
Grinwis did a wonderful job teaching all the new
songs. Matt Scott, Frank Roundhouse and Eli
Thompson had a blast with all the experiments,
everything from making Weebles to blowing up
plastic baggies. Donna Scott and Barb Fore
had fun making crafts with the kids.  Julie
Grinwis and Christian Switzer had a "ball" with
all the kids; they were in charge of games. |
want to thank Lavon Holmes and crew for all
their hard work feeding us each night. A
special thank you to Pastor Dennis for his chalk
drawing, Jessie Carlson got to take it home for
bringing the most friends.

Our mission this year was the
"Muskegon Family Promise". They are a
program that houses homeless families at
different places for a week at a time. We are
buying a backpack filled with various items for
each child to take with them from place to
place. Most of them not only don't have a
home, but don't have their own personal toys.
Annette Roundhouse did all the research for
this mission. We had a contest between the
boys and girls to see who could bring in the
most change. We measured it with our giant
scale and were able to raise $286.03, all of it in
change.

Submitted by De Scott / Co-Director

GALACTIC BLAST
A cosmic Adventure
Praising God!
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Bags of Goodies from VBS 2010

August/ September Birthdays
5 Amy Silvis
8" Karen Hannon
9" Kaelee Herbst
11" Jim Beal
12" Tom Balas Jr, Brandon Brady
13" David Wheeler
15" Dianne Henderson
17" Curt Norwood
18"  Phyllis Curtis
19" Carolyn Gibson, Val Vanderwal
22" Barb Blair, Cami Maynard
25" Shawn Haynes
26™  Barbara Brown
27" Eric Scott, Jessie Carlson, Kenneth
Rollenhagen
29" LaDonna Hughes, Carli Blum
30™  Linda Turner




September

1% Lottie Jensen

2" Sue Scott, Roy Wheeler

4" Yvonne Flores

5 Cade Gerrit Alderink

7" Patrick McGettigan

g" lone Krueger, Grace Hislop

11™  Paige Murphy

12™  Lexy Thomas, Jill Gliden

13"  Season Vanderwal

15" Parker Brown

16™  Donna Barnes, Bob Vanderwal
Margaret Hanger

17" Abigail Westfall

18" Barbara Price, Glenn Curtis

19" Nicole Scott

21*  Eric Hannon

22" Joe Brogren, Roxanna Herder, Ralph
Redding

24" Adam Gleason

27" Shirley McCarthy

28" April Barnes

30" Juanita Loss, Brittney Schlattman

PIONEER PARK CAMPING

This is a reminder that the Pioneer Park
Camp week is fast approaching, August
22M.28"M If you decide to go camping,
please contact Jack Price.

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION

We need non-perishable food items,
canned vegetables, pastas, canned meats
and such for the Food Pantries in town. The
canned pastas, peanut butter, jelly are easy
items for children to work with when they
get home from school.

LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY

Every third Sunday of the month is Loose
Change Sunday. This money is collected
for food needs in the church and
community.

We are beginning to stock some Peanut
Butter, Jelly and other emergency items in
the office. These will be given to people
who need something to eat at that moment.
We will also give a few dollars for a loaf of
bread and a gallon of milk and information
on where the food pantries are.

HELP!

We have a few jobs that are up for grabs.
The two drinking fountains need to be
cleaned at least twice a week.

The Sanctuary floor needs to be dusted
once a week. We no longer have MOCA do
the sanctuary. Alberta Schram cleans the
pews but we need the floor dusted and
washed.

To the frustration of the neighborhood
spiders lone Kruger chases cobwebs for us
every couple of weeks.

Thank you to Ken Scott and Jim Price.
They worked for two days on the boys and
girls bathrooms in the educational wing.
The sinks were stopped up and it took
breaking a hole in the wall to get to the
drain. Thank you guys!

FUN FEST

September 11™ marks the second annual
Fun Fest event. It will run from 11:00am-
4:00pm. We need your support with
workers, supplies and donations. Contact
Angie Gassman.

TV MINISTRY

If you would be interested in working with
the TV Ministry let Donna Scott or Lee
Haynes know. We need camera people for
Sundays and in the studio on taping day,
Wednesdays. You can learn camera, audio
and the Tri-caster switcher. The training is
free. What a dealJ

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Roy Wheeler is turning 90. His family will be
celebrating with a cake and coffee
reception on September 4™ from 1-4 pm in
the Family Center. Be sure to stop by and
celebrate with Roy. By the way he is still
working in the Emergency Response
Department of the county.



Choir Season is almost upon us. Yes, believe it or not all the seats in the
choir room have not yet been taken so there may be one with your name on
it!!  The first choir rehearsal for those who can make it will be September

2 at 6:30 p.m. Wer ealize that some people may be taking a long weekend
for Labor Day Weekend so a few people may miss that particular rehearsal.
We will then have one more rehearsal on September 9 before the choir sings
during service on September 12.

If you love singing or have ever given any thought to joining a choir, please
feel free to stop in during our rehearsals. Once choir season begins, we
rehearse every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. You are not making a commitment by
showing up and checking it out so feel free to sp  end an evening rehearsing
with us or just watching to see if it is for you.

If you are interested in the Bell Choir or Youth Choir , please feel free to let
Karen Poland know.

We have a wonderful choir but we can always use more voices.
We already hav e a commitment to sponsor two and possibly three new
anthems for this season and are always open anyone who may wish to

purchase a piece of choir music to dedicate to someone. If you have any
interest in dedicating a piece of music, please let me know.

Denny



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

The following are some Nicaraguan mission opportunities and an overview of their
development.

1.

How to motivate and assist the San Fernando community to complete the clinic building. Our
latest support last year was $1,200.00 to build steps to the clinic, and for a water tank and
sewage tank. They will sell the water tank since they do longer need it and use the money for
materials. Options include another work team to help them, an offer of money for materials if
they will donate the labor, and/or a decision that we have done enough. The political rivalry
there is more intense now.

We continue to work on developing some craft that could be sold for the people on
Mancarroncita. They have requested manual sewing machines. We might get some experience
person to train them in making some cloth material craft product for sell. | have asked Juanita
Joiner if she would be interested in doing this. They also have requested training in raising small
vegetables for their families use and for sell. They have also asked for more books for the
school.

The people on La Vanada want a health clinic. They understand that if we help them, the clinic
will have to be built in stages because it is unlikely that we will have the money at any one time
to complete the project. Dr. Christie has commitments for $1,500.00 to put in the foundation and
the rebar columns. They also want water filter units. They would need 75 units. Several parents
and the teacher at one of the schools requested books.

The artists and crafts persons on all the islands are having a difficult financial struggle. They
have lost some of their world markets, and there seem to be fewer tourists visiting the islands.
You saw the report by the staff from Esperanza En Accion who visited the island at our
expense. There are some 150 persons involved in art and craft on the islands. They need a
marketing system that expands the market for their work. We are investigating ways to expand
their market. One approach is to help Esperanza En Accion, a Fair Trade Art charity, develop a
program by our helping pay their expense for the development.

With the government health organization, MINSA, we are developing a quality health program.
Our health providers are given one day of training by MINSA staff once a month. We pay for the
expense of our providers and the MINSA staff. MINSA provides medicine and supplies for the
clinics. They say that beginning in August a MINSA doctor will visit the clinics on a regular basis
and work to further train our providers. MINSA may ask us to develop additional clinics in the
region.

We will need to find churches and organizations to sponsor either our existing clinics or
communities, or sponsor a new community. We need a strategy and a sustained effort to do
this. This is the only way we can expand our serviced to the people.

The next time we go to Nicaragua we need to meet with MINSA to discuss making a long range
plan for working in communities where they would like for us to work. We could begin by
recruiting a church or organization to work with us from the beginning a new project, so it would
truly be their project.



8. We have been working on building relations with persons in Nicaragua involved with our work.
We gave Lidia, the MINSA nurse who works on the islands, $150.00 to help pay her nursing
school costs. We agreed to pay for lunch and refreshments for the MINSA staff on the days they
have training sessions for our health providers. We gave Frank, our translator, $250.00 to help
with the expense of his going with his church choir to the Dominion Republic. Frank also helps
us without pay in communicating with persons in Nicaragua when we are not there.

9. We have paid our health providers their stipend and training expense through August. We have
asked Mercedes for a budget for September through December. We think it will be
approximately $650.00. Our commitment to them was for one year, ending in April 2011. We will
evaluate the program in March to see if it should be continued.

10. We have been working on building relations with persons in Nicaragua involved with our work.
We gave Lidia, the MINSA nurse who works on the islands, $150.00 to help pay her nursing
school costs. We agreed to pay for lunch and refreshments for the MINSA staff on the days they
have training sessions for our health providers. We gave Frank, our translator, $250.00 to help
with the expense of his going with his church choir to the Dominion Republic. Frank also helps
us without pay in communicating with persons in Nicaragua when we are not there.

11. The IRS has acknowledged receiving our 501 ¢ 3 application for International Community
Partners Inc. There are three possible responses. If all is in order, we will receive notification of
approval. If there are minor corrections or additions, they will contact us. If there are major
additional developments required, they will assign someone to work with us. But sooner or later
we will get approval.

122We are working to find a plastic surgeon who wo
boywholves with Bobo6s friends. We would have to br
few months. Perhaps we could find a Latino family for him to live with while he is here.

L a

All of the money for these projects comes from special gifts that are specifically designated for
these projects. Our church receives the funds and passes them on to the mission work. No
funds from the churchdéds general fund are used.

Thanks!

John



_ FAMILY FUN
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Please join us.. -
i SATU R%AY *
SEPT 11, 2010 §
11:00am - 3:00pm

E Flrst Baptlst Church i
w1070 Quarterline Rd

% Muskegon 49442 .
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LIVE BANDS! ®*e
Baptist Church
773-5476 » www.fbcmuskegon.com

“The Rock” Band 11:00am
Vanderbilt at 1:30pm







