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 tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ 

Happy New Year!  It was Jesus who said, "I am making everything 

new!"  (Revelation 21:5)  Even though He was referring to the future 

new heavens and new earth, we can experience His newness now.  

The Apostle Paul, affirmed that very thought when he said,òTherefore, 

if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 

has come!ò (2 Corinthians 5:17)  It is our hope that in this New Year 

that you experience a new and deeper relationship with Christ.    

As a wrap-up of last year, let me say a big ñThank Youò to all who 

sent Christmas cards and gifts to Dianne and me.  We appreciate 

your love and thoughtfulness.   

Now, to kick off the year we will begin a Biblical study on ñBeing 

Happyò in spite of the difficulties in life.  This study will begin January 

8
th
.  Please invite someone who needs an uplift to attend with you.  

 

We will also have another ñConcert of Prayer.ò  This time we will 

follow a slightly different format.  We will still come together to lift up 

our voices in harmony in prayer so that God is our audience, but will 

follow a little different approach to the throne of grace.  Join us on 

January 22
nd

 at 6pm.  Come expecting something new in this New 

Year.   

The Band of Brothers will continue even though Monday Night 

Football games have ended.  Now the men will gather to focus on 

Bible Study each Monday night until the Super Bowl.  The L.I.F.T. 

women will pick-up a new, 8-week, Beth Moore Bible study on the 

book of James beginning January 23
rd.  

 All ladies are urged to attend.  

Now what would January be without a Pie Contest.  This year we will 

offer entries of cake as well. This awesome, fun event will happen on 

Sunday, January 29
th
, following the Rock portion of the morning 

service.   

Looking just beyond this first month, the L.I.F.T. women and the Band 

of Brothers are co-sponsoring a video-driven, marriage enrichment, 

workshop called ñLaugh Your Way to a Better Marriage.ò  This is the 

perfect Valentine event for all men in women in or interested in a 

relationship with the opposite sex.  It is funny and so powerful in 

building and enhancing relationships.  Donôt miss this one on Friday 

evening Feb 10
th
 and Saturday Feb 11

th
. 

What great things God has in store for us this New Year.    

Your Pastor,  

Dennis Henderson  

 

Special Events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video-Driven Workshop  Feb 10 & 11 

 

 



 

FROM THE FRONT DESK 

 
As usual December was a busy month but we also have had a busy year. We had beautiful music programs and 

services. We want to thank the choir and the rock band for a year of service. It takes many hours of practice and 

devotion to produce the music that blesses us each Sunday. We also want to thank Pastor Dennis, the Worship 

Committee and the Diaconate for their service to make our worship meaningful and beautiful. Thank you to Karolyn 

Rollenhagen and the Worship Committee for decorating each Christmas and Easter. This involves several hours of 

time.  

Donna Scott and Lee Haynes want to thank all of you who work the cameras and help in the back each Sunday 

morning. We canôt produce our weekly service for cable without your help. 
 

The Trustees have been faithful in their stewardship duties. We received money from the estate of Jean Reetz. The 

Trustees took the decision about where the money could be best used very seriously. Jean Reetzôs estate has made a 

huge impact on reducing the interest on the Building Mortgage.  People do not realize what a help the memorials from 

their loved ones are, whether it is the Mortgage Fund, General Fund, or the Music Fund. 
 

Those of us in the office want to thank everyone for their support and kindnesses this past year. A lot of information is 

produced during the year and we thank you for your patience when it is not always right or on time.  
 

Giving envelops for 2012 are in the Narthex. If you do not see a box for you and you would like one please let the 

office know.  

 

Camping 2012 

 
Pioneer Park camping dates Sunday July 8th- Friday July 13th, check out time on Friday is 1:00 pm. They were not 

able to get the group campgrounds at Pioneer Park for the whole week so it is a shorter time but the fun and fellowship 

will not be. Please contact Jack or Barb Price for more information. This has always been a time to spend with our 

families and with the families of the church. The campers share a time of volley ball, swimming, and of course eating. 

There is a camp breakfast on one of the days and a potluck where the people who donôt go camping come and share 

the time of community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MINISTRY 
The Worship Committee gives the office a little bit of money to help those who may walk in and need food or gas 

money. Last week, there were three walk-ins. One needed money for gas, two needed food. Donna Scott gave out the 

food that was in the blue tote in the hallway and a little money to buy milk. She gave another person money to by a few 

necessary groceries.  The third person she gave a few dollars for gas. We are going to reprint our list of agencies that 

help because we ran out of the cards. We always strive to protect the dignity of the people who are in need while trying 

to make sure they are not abusing the help. By having the list of agencies we can direct them towards help that will 

also try and give them structure so that they can move forward in their lives. Your donations to the Loose Change 

Offering on the third Sunday provides this help as well as giving the agencies in town the funds to provide help. The 

food collections allow us to help the pantries or give Donna the opportunity to pass out some immediate help to those 

who come. Pastor always invites them to church if he happens to be here when they come. Thank you for your help. 

 

Emergency Need from the Community 

A woman came in today, January 2nd, she is 49 will be starting chemo and is newly out on her own with two teenagers. 

She needs a stove and refrigerator. If you are replacing yours or know of someone who is please contact the office.  
 

January Birthdays 
1st  Kristen Lamey & Curtis Scott 

3rd  Harrison Westfall 

4th  Bruce Wright Jr. & Michael McGettigan 

5th  Megan Hannon  

6th  Robert Swarvar & Margaret Hardy 

7th  Mark Scott 

10th  Chris McFail & Lee Haynes 

11th  Wanda Schleben & Josh Silvis 

13th  Lisa Hoofman Long 

14th  Carolyn VanderWal & Teresa Dixon 

17th  Robert Schleben 

18th  Deanne Estelle & Juanita Joiner 

19th  Peggy Eaton 

20th  Mary Schlattman & Ben VanderWal 

21st  Robert Christie & Josephine McFail 

22nd  Nancy Stott 

23rd  Randy Grinwis 

24th  Elaine Sikkinga & De Scott 

27th  Allison Arter 

28th  Gail Brogren & Claire Westfall 

30th  Garnet Levandoski & Tom Brogren 

31st  Tom Case & Austin Carlson 

 

 

 

 



 

WOMENõS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Solentiname Islands, Nicaragua Sewing Projects 

 

Background 

Eighty-Five percent of family economic development 

projects in poor communities are done by women. 

Many people live on $2.00 a day. Agriculture workers 

make $95.00 a month when they have work. The 

Solentiname Islands in Nicaragua are located in Lake 

Nicaragua. They are remote and have no roads or 

electricity. A community of artists on the islands 

produces native Nicaraguan paintings and/or carves 

and paint birds and turtles. Because of the remote 

location, they have difficulty marketing their art and 

craft projects. 

 

Sewing Projects 

International Community Partners (ICP), begun in First 

Baptist Church, is developing sewing projects on two 

islands. The goal is to enable the women to make 

clothes for their families and also sewing craft projects 

that can be sold for extra income. To date they have 

provided eleven new treadle sewing machines and 

provide three weeks of sewing lessons and training for 

the women, about 20 on each  island. The sewing 

machines cost $285.00 each. The women have formed 

their own organizations that own the machines and 

manage the projects. We have built two community 

buildings where the work is done. ICP works in 

conjunction with an organization that has many yearsô 

experience in training poor women to sew and do other 

crafts. The Nicaraguan teacher, a sewing kit for each 

woman, and materials costs approximately $1,000 for 

three weeks. The next stage is to create sewing craft 

projects that can be sold and train the women how to 

make them. 

 

Fair Trade Art 

ICP works with Esperanza En Accion, an organization 

that markets arts and crafts and guarantees that the 

artists get a fair price for their products. They have a 

store in the capital, Managua, and ship to individuals 

and stores in the United States and Canada. In 

addition, they have workshops for artists and make 

microfinance loans to artists at no interest. ICP pays 

their expenses to go to the islands and work with the 

women. 

 

Development Needs 

To complete these projects, and hopefully to develop 

projects in other communities, we must address the 

following needs: 

 

1. Develop a partnership with an organization 
with experience and skills in sewing crafts, 
such as the Quilt Guild. 

 

2. Identify and/or create sewing craft projects that 
can be sold. These should have an artistic 
appeal in addition to a utilitarian use. 

 

3. Train the women so they can produce high 
quality products. A high standard of quality 
should be established at the beginning. 

 

4. Teach the women how to develop their sewing 
project into a self-sustaining business. A new 
direction in community development is to 
identify and help develop peopleôs strengths. 
 

5. Donate sewing materials to give them a start: 
cloth, buttons, zippers, etc. 
 

6. Ship the material to the islands. The U.S. Navy 
will ship material free of charge that is being 
donated. We would need a place to store it 
until we can ship it. We will also have to pay to 
ship the materials to the navy and for in-
country transportation. This can be as much as 
$750.00. 

 

7. If possible, send teachers to teach the women 
how to do different projects. This could be an 
annual project. ICP can make all the 
arrangements. 
 

8. Teach other hand craft projects, such as 
making quilts for sale. 

 

9. Perhaps help finish here some projects that 
require more complicated skills and 
equipment. 
 

10. After we demonstrate that these sewing 
projects are successful, develop the financial 
resources through contributions and grants to 
expand to other poor communities. At the 
present time, ICP pays for the expenses as 
long as they have the resources. 

 



 

 

ICP would like to discuss this proposal with any 

interested individuals or organizations. Please let us 

know if you would like more information. 

 

 

 
Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


